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By Martin Agatyn

The rolling green pastures of South Spreyton
are a long way from the hot bitumen of the
Bathurst motor racing circuit.

However, local motor racing hero David Parsons
feels as much at home riding a Yamaha TY 350cc motor
cycle there as he does ‘behind the wheel of the Mobil
Holden dealer team'’s second Commodore in the starting

.grid of the James Hardie 1000.

A little-known facet of Parsons’ motor-sport talent
is his ability as a motor cycle trials rider.

Parsons is the current Tasmanian open trials
champion, and will this weekend ride against the top
riders in the country in the Australian championships at
South Spreyton.

Last year he finished 20th overall at the national
titles, in South Australia.

In trials riding, competitors are required to nego-
tiate their machines past seemingly impassable ob-
stacles, including fallen trees, large rocks, and dried-up
creek beds.

The sport requires skill, co-ordination, ability, and
strength, and above all, absolute control of the bike.

Points are deducted for touching feet on the ground
or riding outside the course markings.

More than 50 top interstate riders and about a dozen

Parsons’ dairy property for the titles, starting today.
Parsons said the fact that the titles were being held
on his property held no added advantage for him.
‘I don’t even know most of the course myself, so I'll
be on an equal footing with the other riders.,"” he said

yesterday.

of Tasmanian’s best trials exponents will converge on °

Apple, pear f i’
*aid" ‘should
be dropped’

- CANBERRA — The Industries Assistance
Commission has recommended a drop in
assistance to the apple and pear industry to
be phased in over a number of years so as

not to create hardship among producers.

The year-long inquiry has also recommended to the
Federal Government that the underwriting of apple and
pear exports continue for the next three seasons and then =«
be terminated.

The report said that there were a number of
}:mtect.ion measures the industry enjoyed that it could not
ose.

These included quarantine regulations that stopped
the import of apples and sales tax exemptions on
Australian fruit juice.

However, Australia’s major competitor, New
Zealand, also benefits from equal treatment with sales tax
exemptions on fruit juice.

The 1.A.C. has found that ch d freight subsidi
across Bass Strait will mean extra costs for apple and
pear producers.

The new Tasmanian Freight Compensation Scheme
will mean that payments for a carton of apples shipped
from Tasmania anywhere interstate will be 88c. -

This compared with the present rates of $1.40 for
shipments from Southern Tasmania to Sydney and
Brisbane and $1.10 to Melbourne.

The report said that the effect of the old freight -
subsidy had been to encourage producers to divert apples i
and pears from export markets to interstate domestic

rough Among the competi- e e marl‘lztsim-u the total amount of payments made under
tors will be current Aust- * the scheme for apples was $2,117,000.
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ABOVE: Paul Symons shows
his trial motor cycle skills as he
demonstrates a nose
“wheelie'' at the championship
course on David Parsons’
property at South Spreyton

LEFT: Symons (left) and Par
sons discuss  this weekend's

championships.

The commission was told by mainland producers that
the scheme should exclude apples and pears.

The I.A.C. backed the quick introduction of plant
variety rights saying it would benefit the local industry,
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THE LIBERAL PARTY

(Tasmanian Division)

Calls for applications for

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

. Election Endorsement v

For the ELECTORATES OF BASS, BRADDON,
DENISON, FRANKLIN & LYONS

Applicagion forms and relevant information are available from:
STATE DIRECTOR: P.O. Box 40, North Hobart, 7002
’ or the Liberal Party Offices:
128 Rathurer Street Hobart (OO12) 248122 L




